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By Shirley Craver 
———————– 
THEME: Gardener’s We Are, We Plant 
Our Gardens With Beauty 
 
     I wish to send my Holiday Greet-
ings to all my friends and garden club 
members. I hope Santa is good to you 
and your family. This has been a good 
year in the Desert Planters Garden 
Club and my home.  
     My wish for all you is a New Year 
that will be a bright and a happy one. 
God Bless all of you.  
       
     COME TO THE CLUB     
CHRISTMAS PARTY ON DEC. 5th, 
AT LUCILLE NIELSON’S AT 6 P.M. 
SAME PLACE AS LAST YEAR, 
Bring a food dish of your choice, the 
club is buying the turkey, and if you 
wish to take part in the gift exchange, a 
wrapped gift, no name, of $10.00 or 
less. If you do not want to take part in 
the gift exchange, that is OK, BUT 
COME TO THE GATHERING OF 
OUR CLUB. WE ALWAYS HAVE 
FUN AND CONVERSATION! 
THERE ARE NO OTHER MEET-
INGS IN DECEMBER. 
 
     SEE YOU ALL AT THE  
CHRISTMAS PARTY! Love to all of 
you, Shirley  
 
P.S. My family has        
increased as follows: New 
great granddaughter Nov. 
3rd! New great grandson, 
Nov. 24th, on my son's 
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� Shirley Craver            
President                                    
377-4629 
sbcraver@verizon.net 

� LaVerne Harms       
Vice-President                 
375-9505,                  
Cell 793-4120, 
harmsL@verizon.net 

· Lucille Nielson              
Recording Secretary 
371-9401         
kimble9@iwvisp.com                 

� Wanda Church                           
Corresponding           
Secretary                                    
375-6492    
church1@ridgenet.net                                                         

� Art Spiegel               
Treasurer                    
446-7307           
ajsbjs@earthlink.net  

� Janet Eyre                  
Parliamentarian:                 
762-6555                       

� LaVerne Harms                     
Editor 

� Contributors         
Shirley Craver , Wanda 
Church. and Art Spiegel                                         
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birthday AND two new girl puppies 
on Nov. 6th ALL DOING WELL! 
HOW ABOUT THAT? 
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· CALIFORNIA GARDEN CLUBS, INC. (CGCI) State Garden 
Club information www.CaliforniaGardenClubs.org. 

· PACIFIC REGION www.PacificRegionGardenClubs.org 
· NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC. for National  Garden 

Club information—www.GardenClub.org. 
· Desert Empire District (DED). To download the Desert 

Trumpet—www.DesertEmpireDistrict.org. 
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Oasis Garden Club of IWV Member and 

CGCI California Native & Invasive Plants Chairman 
 
Achnatherum hymenoides formerly Oryzopsis hymenoides – Indian Rice Grass 
 
            Indian Rice Grass is a perennial bunchgrass that grows 1 to 2 feet high with a one foot spread..  The 
plant forms a clump tight at the base and open and spreading above.  Its narrow leaf blades roll inward and 
are 6 to 8 inches long and light green in cool weather turning straw colored with summer heat.  Indian Rice 
Grass is a member of the Poaceae (Grass Family) and is a valuable native grass.    It is a grass that is con-
spicuous and widespread, growing from the desert north to British Columbia and Manitoba and east and 
south to Texas and northern Mexico.  Locally it is found on the east slopes of the Sierra Nevada and in the 
Inyo and White Mountains to elevations of 10,000 feet.  It is commonly found in sandy soils and in many 
vegetation types throughout the Mojave Desert.  Grasses do have flowers – not with showy sepals and petals, 
but with the essential stamens and pistils.  Indian Rice Grass flowers appear from April to July in a canopy of 
airy forked threadlike branches.  Seedheads are 6 inches long and nearly as wide with seeds borne on wiry 
stems.  Each seed is supported by a pair of bracts beneath it.  The seed spikes remain on the plant until fall.  
Seeds provide food for a variety of desert wildlife.  As its name suggests, native tribes gathered seeds from 
this plant for food.  Seeds were harvested in summer either by piling up bunches of grass and beating them 
with sticks to release the small dark seeds, or by using a stick to knock the seeds off the standing plants into 
baskets.  Seeds were roasted and ground into flour. 
            Indian Rice Grass tolerates poor soils and requires very little water once established.  It grows in full 
sun or light shade and is cold hardy to 10 degrees Fahrenheit.  The best way to propagate it is to allow it to 
reseed itself so that new plants can replace older ones.  To rejuvenate the plants, cut the grass nearly to the 
ground in late winter.  Native American Indians often used fire to encourage the growth of this plant.  Indian 
Rice Grass is a useful plant for desert landscapes.  With its delicate, light-catching airy texture, it can lighten 
a perennial flower garden.  It can be used in a meadow planting with other grasses and wildflowers.  In a 
mass planting on a sloped area, it can provide erosion control.  The flower clusters are attractive for cutting to 
use in flower arrangements (even after the seeds are gone in the winter).  It may be difficult to find this plant 
to purchase, even in nurseries specializing in native plants.  However, you can purchase Acnatherum hy-
menoides, variety ‘Nezpar,’ from the High County Gardens catalog.  ...  Kathleen Pratt, an Oasis Garden 
Club charter member, first wrote about Indian Rice Grass as one of the native plants featured in her booklet 
Some Water Thrifty Plants for High Desert Gardening.  Oasis has recently reprinted her booklet in a second 
edition and has copies for sale for $8.00.  Contact Oasis President Linda Latimer if you want to buy a copy. It 
will also be available for sale at Oasis plant sales. 
 
Facts for this article were obtained from the following sources: 
Introduction to California Desert Wildflowers – Philip A. Munz 
High Country Gardens catalog – www.highcountrygardens.com 
Mojave Desert Wildflowers – Pam MacKay 
Native Plants for Southwestern Landscapes – Judy Mielke 
Sunset Western Garden Book 
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