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General Meeting February 3, 2007—Shopping for Plants in Ridgeerest
If you have shopped for plants in Ridgecrest you know the challenges we face: garden departments with few plants

appropriate for success here, almost no plants available in the prime fall planting season, few soil amendments needed by
desert gardeners, sales staff uninformed about gardening in the high desert.

The February Desert Planters General Meeting program will help you find good plants for your garden from a variety of
LOCAL, well informed sources plus some good mail order sources. There are several native and xeric plant nurseries
within easy traveling distance too and some with Mediterranean adapted plants. (The March program will have more on
adapted plants!)

The Desert Planters General meeting is on Saturday, February 3, 2007 at Immanuel Ministry Center, 1201 North China
Lake Blvd. in Ridgecrest from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Be sure to tell your friends, neighbors and co-workers about this program!

Planting Lessons Benefit Your Garden and DPR Plant Sales

If you need some good potting soil and other people to work with and learn from, Planting Lessons, otherwise known as
Potting Workshops, are planned at Donnie Woods’ home at 458 East Monte Vista Avenue in College Heights on
Wednesdays from 9 to 11:30 a.m. February 7" and 21% and March 14", 2007. A weekend Planting Lesson will also be
held on Sunday, February 18" at Judy Talbot's home. See below for more information.

Now through February is the time to start tomatoes & peppers of all varieties, eggplant, summer & patty pan squash,
melons, cucumbers, bush beans & any colorful annual plants you know (or think!) will survive our summers. Vegetable
plants are always requested at plant sales & the Farmer's Market but we seldom have any! A sheltered spot out of the
wind with filtered light is good for starting plants; if you have a unit for growing under lights that is great too, as is a sunny
window.

Weekend Planting Lesson (Potting Workshop) Seheduled

Another weekend Planting Lesson (Potting Workshops) is scheduled at Judy Talbot's home, 433 North Inyo Street in
Ridgecrest on Sunday, February 18" from 2-4 p.m. Bring seeds you want to plant in pots, plants needing transplanting to
larger containers and/or cuttings you want to start.

Excess plants from your garden can be brought and potted. Bring hand tools, drinking water, garden gloves if you prefer
them, snacks and a marker for plant labels. A folding chair is always good too. Pots are available as is potting soil with
the option of using Marianne’s special mix or a standard bagged mix of your choice.

Call Judy at 371.1953 or Donnie at 375.7243 for more information.

Note from Janet Coleman, Christmas Library Decorations Coordinator: Helping to take down the Christmas
decorations at the library on January 2 were: Marianne Kistler, Renee Oliver, Crystal Tripp, Debbie Wheeler and Janet
Coleman. Many thanks for the assistance. Editor's Note—DPR has done this for 40 plus years!
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Desert Planters of Ridgecrest Februory 2007
More than One Way to Plant a Plant! by Judy Talbot

If you are a little overwhelmed by the suggested potting mix in the January newsletter, or wonder if you really need to use
all those amendments in your garden beds, the answer is DO WHAT WORKS FOR YOU! Gardening is all about
experimenting, learning from friends, neighbors, garden club programs, reading and your own observations.

If you have yellowing leaves, you can try the soil sulfur and/or iron sulfate; if your plants lack vigor or strong stems you
can try the gypsum and/or alfalfa pellets; if your soil does not drain well you can try the Perlite and/or 16 grit silica sand.
All types of desert soils benefit by any kind of organic matter so your homemade compost is a valuable amendment to dig
into your entire planting area too. Bagged compost and all purpose amendments are almost as good as homemade
compost. Keep in mind that straight steer manure is pretty salty and adds to the salt in our alkaline soil. If steer manure
(or any animal manure except dog or cat) is used, balance the salt by mixing in sawdust, grass trimmings, shredded
leaves and branches, coffee grounds, gypsum, kitchen trimmings, etc. Alfalfa pellets or meal and cottonseed meal are
important if you use sawdust because the sawdust draws nitrogen away from plants in order to decompose.

Also important to know is that the positive effect of gypsum takes many months, years, even. And, don't just add these
beneficial products one time—creating good soil is an ongoing process. You still have to battle the wind, sun, dry air and
alkaline water, but eventually you'll have an ace up your sleeve--great soil!

There are as many ways to garden and as many opinions about what works as there are gardeners! Just pick one, make
a note of the results, try this method in one planting bed and that method in another and observe. Consider sun and
shade differences and wind exposure too because those affect plants just as much as soil conditions. Most importantly,
have fun with gardening and learn what works in your yard. That is all that matters!

February-March 2007 Golden Gordens Magazine Issue Ovailable

For those interested in State Garden Club activities, events, policies, opportunities and such, be sure to pick up your free
copy of Golden Gardens Magazine on the Information Tables at the General meeting. It is provided for all interested
members and guests by Desert Planters of Ridgecrest. Hopefully, we will have this issue by February 3"

Rummage by Any Other Name is Called Desirable Reuseables!

Members of the planning committee for DPR Plant and Rummage Sales have a new name for Rummage! Oscar Wickliff
gets the credit and thanks for his innovative thinking in coming up with Desirable Reuseables—gently used household,
kitchen, baby items, toys, books, games, puzzles, tools, garden equipment, just about anything other than used clothing.
Plans are underway for a Desirable Reuseables Sale separate from the Spring Plant Sale due to the location of the plant
sale: DPR Board approval was granted to hold the spring plant sale at The Daily Independent Home and Leisure Show.

2007-2008 Nominating Committee Begins Wotk

Dorothy Morico, Chairman of the Desert Planters of Ridgecrest Nominating Committee, will call a meeting in the new few
days to begin work on a slate of officers for the new garden club year that begins July 1, 2007. Several Board positions
are open so please consider doing your part as much as you are able. If we all do a little, it all gets done more painlessly.
Members of the Nominating Committee, in addition to Dorothy, are Shirley Craver, Lucille Nielson and Dorothy Bennett.

Penny Pines Gets o Boost!

In an effort to encourage more participation in Penny Pines, a reforestation project of the national forests for replanting
after forest fires, Mary Phillips has sent all DPR members a Penny Pines Bank to keep handy at home in support of the
project. Put your change in the bank in any denomination and bring it to any DPR general meeting, business meeting or
the Farmer's Market booth when it is full. Thank you, Mary, for your interest and efforts to benefit Penny Pines!

Loeal Qrtist Sales Benefit Desert Plonters

Artist Judy Deal displayed a number of paintings of roses at our January meeting. She provided Desert Planters $25 for
each painting she sold as a result of her show at the meeting, resulting in $50 for the DPR general fund. Anyone
interested in reaching Judy about her work or other paintings can call her at 375-1795. Thank you so much Judy for your
generous support of Desert Planters!

r Save your gently used household items (no clothing) for the Spring Desirable Reuseables Sale, date to be determined.







